
INTELLIGENCE    COLLECTION   & ANALYSIS 
INSS 4301 

CRN 26735 & 27236 

Jan. 21 – Mar. 7, 2020 

No class meetings - 100% Online 
 

Thomas Lott 

Cell: 915-238-1173 

E-mail: talott@utep.org or Blackboard Online Msg., or text 

 

 
Textbooks 

 Heuer, Jr., Richards J. 1999. Psychology of Intelligence Analysis. Langley, VA: Center for 
the Study of Intelligence, CIA. (Available free online or on Blackboard) 

 Walton, Timothy. 2010. Challenges in Intelligence Analysis: Lessons from 1300 BCE to 
the Present. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 Krizan, Lisa. 1999. Intelligence Essentials for Everyone. Washington D.C: Joint Military 
Intelligence College. (Available free online or on Blackboard) 

 
Note: Additional readings will be listed on Blackboard under “Weeks 1-7”. 

 
Course Description 

A general survey of the collection methodologies and analytic processes of the U.S. intelligence 

agencies. The course begins with a description of the basic collection disciplines and examples 

of their application in the field. Then we will examine the processes and products of 

intelligence analysis. Last, we shall apply the tools of analysis to a contemporary national 

security issue. Prerequisite: INSS 3302 (may be taken concurrently). 

Note: You should keep up with current news throughout the semester and thoroughly read the 

assigned materials. You will be required to participate in the discussion weekly. 

 
Course Goals and Objectives 

At the end of this course you will be able to: 

 DEFINE and describe the different collection disciplines or “INTS” 

 EXPLAIN how the “INTS” are employed against targets of interest 

 IDENTIFY and avoid biases, perceptual problems and organizational pathologies 
detrimental to intelligence analysis in both individuals and groups 

 APPLY critical thinking tools to understanding recent national security events 

 ANALYZE, synthesize, solve problems, and make decisions about intelligence issues 

 WRITE AND PROFESSIONALLY PRESENT a coherent analysis of a contemporary topic in a 
format typically utilized by the intelligence community 

mailto:talott@utep.org


Course Requirements 

Participation and dialogue are essential to the seminar style employed in this class, even though 

it is online. Tolerance and respect of each other’s opinions should be upheld, especially when 

differences of opinion arise to stimulate the discussion. The academic grade will be composed 

of two tests, professionalism and participation, two research projects (one individual and one 

group paper) and a final presentation. The tests will count as 40% (2 x 200 = 400 points) of the 

final grade, discussion comments / participation will be worth 15% (5 x 30 =150 points), and the 

two research projects and final presentation are worth 45% (200 / 150 / 100 points 

respectively). The grading Rubric for your discussion questions is listed as follows: 
 
 

0-5 Points 6-10 Points 11-15 Points 

 Responds partially to 

questions or not at all 

 Grammatical or 

spelling errors detract 

heavily 

 Postings don’t reflect 

other readings at all 

or inadequately 

 Does not present 

ideas clearly 

 Facts are incorrect 

 Readings were poorly 
understood 

 Responds adequately 

to questions asked 

 Some grammar or 

spelling errors 

 Postings tie in other 

readings to support 

answer 

 Presents ideas 
adequately 

 Facts are correct but 

with minor errors 

 Satisfactory grasp of 

readings 

 Responds fully, 

concisely, and 

thoroughly to 

questions 

 Writing is free or 
almost free of errors 

 Postings incorporate 

other readings very 

well 

 Presents ideas clearly 
and persuasively 

 Facts are detailed and 

correct 

 Readings fully 

understood 

 

Grading Breakdown: 
 
Group Discussions (2 per week) 30 points/wk. x 5 weeks = 150 points 
Test 1 =                                                                                 200 points  
Test 2 =                                                                                 200 points 
Paper 1=                                                                                200 points 
Group Paper 2=                                                                     150 points  
Power Point presentation =                                                   100 points 
 
Total =                                                                                 1000 points 
 

Weekly Discussion Board Postings 

Students must also post a minimum of two thoughtful comments weekly before noon on 

Sunday, during the  weeks of Jan. 21 – March   1st,   2020, of the course, either directly related to the 

readings or to your teammate’s discussion comments that week (preferably helpful and 

constructive). You are encouraged to question assumptions in the readings or related issues 

and make pertinent comments that may encourage further discussion or debate. You 

are encouraged to make more than two postings if desired, but only the first two are graded. 



Specific paper / group project requirements 

The two research projects will center on a set of approved topics, unless specifically permitted 

by the instructor in advance. They must be of appropriate length, 2-4 pages for the individual 

paper #1, 3-5 pages for team paper #2). They should be written in a professional style, as if you 

were already working for an IC agency, without slang, cynicism, or opinions, and with proper 

grammar and spelling. Paper #2 will be a team project and all members of the team will receive 

the same grade unless determined otherwise by the instructor. I will assign you to a team a few 

weeks into the course. It should be substantive, and employ realistic, quality analysis. You 

must also create a Power Point presentation of the team projects as if you are providing a 10- 

15-minute briefing to policymakers. All papers should be in 12-point font (Times New Roman or 

Courier) with 1 inch margins, double spaced. The in-text citations and reference list should be 

written in the APA documentation style (Example of APA documentation). UTEP Library 

resources may be accessed at the Intelligence and Security Resources for UTEP INSS page. 

 
Other Deadlines: Assignments such as tests or research projects are due by midnight on the 

date listed in the syllabus. In rare instances, documented circumstances that you 

communicate to me in a timely manner, I may allow assignments to be submitted late. They 

may be penalized at my discretion. If the assignment is more than 3 days late without my 

permission, then no points will be given. 
 

 

 

You must get into the habit of checking Blackboard Course Messages at least once a day to 

make sure you do not miss any important announcements or events noted on the calendar. 

I will be checking Blackboard and my UTEP e-mail regularly Monday - Friday between 4:30 PM 

and  9:30 PM, since I teach high school during the daytime. I do check Blackboard or e-

mails on weekends. 

Please note: During this course, my responses to you may be delayed a day or two because of 

internet service, but I will make every effort to resolve any issues as soon as possible. 

 
**Note: All times on this syllabus are in U.S. Mountain Standard Time (MST)** 

 

 
 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty Statement 

Academic dishonesty or cheating is simply unethical and not acceptable under any 

circumstances. Plagiarism is a form of cheating that involves “stealing” the words and thoughts 

of others. It is a very serious academic violation and cannot be tolerated. The most common 

form of plagiarism is using information or original wording in a paper or other assignment 

without giving credit to the source of that information or wording. Plagiarism also includes the 

direct copying of a source verbatim (word for word) and incorporating that copied material into 

the student’s paper or assignment without first paraphrasing with proper referencing or placing 

the copied text into a direct quotation, again with appropriate footnotes or citations. Students 



must use their own words when not using direct quotes sparingly and appropriately to provide 

examples, evidence, or illustrate specific points. Students cannot simply “cut and paste” 

wording or text from source material to artificially “construct” their papers, essays, and other 

assignments. This practice is also considered plagiarism, even if references are done properly. 

 
Likewise, students must not submit work under their name that they did not do 

themselves. Students also may not submit work for this course that they produced for another 

course. If students are found to be cheating in any capacity including plagiarism and collusion, 

they will be subject to disciplinary action, per UTEP catalog policy. Cases of academic 

dishonesty will be sent to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution for 

adjudication and possible sanctions. Possible penalties for academic dishonesty include a zero 

for the assignment, a failing grade for the course, suspension, and even expulsion from the 

university. Students are responsible for understanding their specific obligations to maintain 

academic integrity at all times. Please refer to the Academic Integrity and Scholastic Dishonesty 

page for further information on UTEP’s policies on plagiarism and academic dishonesty. 

 
Miscellaneous information 

a) WITHDRAWAL – you may drop the course on or before the due date, Feb. 28th, 

with a grade of  “W” by completing the form at the Registrar’s Office. This is your 

responsibility – you will receive a failing grade if you just cease logging on to 

Learning Studio. 

b) KEEP UP WITH YOUR ASSIGNMENTS weekly or you will fall behind quickly. 

c) CHEATING – by this time you should know you will visit the Dean of Students. 

d) EMERGENCIES – contact and provide documentation to me as soon as possible, and I 

will work with you to help as much as I reasonably can. 

e) Please let me know as soon as possible if coordination is required with the Center for 

Accommodation and Support Services (CASS) for testing, note taking, or any other 

requested accommodation. You may contact the CASS at 747-5148. 

f) I AM HERE TO ASSIST YOU – Please feel free to contact me if you have questions. 
 

READINGS - Those readings/videos without an associated website (other than the textbook) 

will be posted on the Blackboard class website. 



 
WEEK 

 
TOPIC 

 
READING/NOTES 

1 

 
Jan. 21 – 

Jan. 26 

Intelligence / Agency Roles and 

Functions / Intelligence Cycle 

Syllabus Quiz / Orientation Files 

 KRIZAN – Prologue & Part I 

  USNI 2013 

Collection Methodologies KRIZAN – Part III 

  Electromagnetic Spectrum Signatures 

  Robert Clark – Collection Platforms 

2 Collection Methodologies 

(Cont’d) 
U.S. Satellite Imagery 1960 - 1999 

Jan 27 – MASINT – Global Security 

Feb. 2 
SBIRS Video 

  How Should We Explain MASINT 

  Predator 

  Global Hawk 

  U-2, OXCART & SR-71 

  Crumpton – Ch. 3 

TEST #1, Human Intelligence Collection 

opens  

Feb. 4, 
must be 

TECHINT, Comparison, and Open SIGINT 

Definition 

completed Cyber Espionage 

by Sat, 
Feb. 7, 

Importance of SIGINT in Cold War 

Open Source Media / News & Info Open Source 

  SOCMINT 

 Geospatial Intelligence Video 

 KRIZAN – Part IV 

midnight 

3 Critical Thinking 
Foundation of Critical Thinking 

Feb.3 - Critical Thinking & Richard Paul and Linda Elder 

Feb. 9 “Critical Thinking” 

 HEUER – Part I, Ch. 1, 2 & 3 
PAPER #1 
DUE by HEUER – Part II, Ch. 4, 5 & 6 

midnight,  

Feb. 16  

4 
 cont. 

Intelligence Analysis  WALTON – Part I 

 HEUER – Part II, Ch. 7 

 KRIZAN – Part V 
 



Feb. 10 -
Feb. 16 

Paper #1 due Feb. 16th  Scientific Method 

 

HEUER – Ch. 8 

 WALTON – Part II 

  Alternative Competing Hypotheses Exercise 

Wen Ho Lee Case Study 

 Download ACH Software 

  Tradecraft Primer 

 WALTON – Part IV 

 WALTON – Part V 

 WALTON – Part VII 

 HEUER – Part IV 

5 

 
Feb. 17 – 

Feb. 23 

 
 

TEST #2, 

opens 

Feb. 20, 

and must 

be 

complete 

by Feb.   23 

Intelligence Products / 

Applications 

 
Start working with your 

assigned groups for final paper 

and Power Point presentation 

KRIZAN – Part VI 

 CIA Products 

  PDB’s (June 9, 1967 & August 6, 2001) 

 Intel Products 

  Some Typical Titles 

6 Analytical Barriers 
  Japanese Denial & Deception 

Feb. 24 – Finalize assignments for Group Godson – Strategic D&D 

Mar. 1 Presentations 
Presentation & Paper #2 post on Blackboard by 

March 5th 

7 

Mar. 2- 
Mar. 7 

Final Week, No Class Discussion 

comments 

There will not be a Final Exam, you have worked very 

hard the past 7 weeks! Finish your projects by March 

5th. 

 

Have some fun! (UTEP College of Liberal Arts is not responsible for the content of websites) 


